[Utility of 123-I ioflupane SPECT in the assessment of patients with Parkinsonian syndrome and cerebral vasculopathy].
To assess the utility of 123-I Ioflupane SPECT (IS) in the identification of the origin of Parkinsonism (vascular or idiopathic) in patients with cerebral vasculopathy (CV) demonstrated by morphological imaging techniques. Also, to assess the therapeutic impact. 42 patients (16 males and 26 females) with a Parkinsonian syndrome were studied. Average age was 78.7 years (50-88). A dose of 185 MBq of 123 I-Ioflupane was injected in all subjects. SPECT imaging was obtained 5 hours later. All patients had a CT and/or MRI. The final diagnoses, after a minimal follow-up of 12 months, was established by a neurologist expert in movement disorders, based on clinical and imaging features and response to treatment. 14 patients were diagnosed of functional vascular Parkinsonism by alteration of association pathways, 3 of structural vascular Parkinsonism (SVP) with anatomical and functional vascular lesion in striatum, 14 of Parkinson's disease (PD) with CV, 2 of mixed Parkinsonism (PD + SVP) and 9 with others diagnoses different to the previous. The result of IS changed the treatment in 7/42 patients. The IS can have a complementary role to clarify the etiology of Parkinsonism in patients with cerebral vasculopathy. Interpretation of functional and anatomical images within the clinical context of each patient is necessary.